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I RONSIDES 

 
 

A Fellowship of NASS Veterans 
 

Founded 1988 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are still going strong with regular participation from our membership, but we are sad to 
announce that we have lost 3 members since our last Newsletter,  
 
David Waite passed away on 13th August 2007. (Ever the ‘One-Off’ his self produced Obituary is 
attached) 
 
David Roe passed away on 12th October 2007.  
 
Duncan Turner passed away on 29th October 2007. 
 
 
We are delighted to welcome new members: 
 
Mike Stockwell (Gwyneth) Stockwell Steel  
       
                                                       Mike and Gwyneth 

 
Paul Cullen (Annie)  C.E.L.S.A. (UK) Ltd. 
 
Neil Turner (Sylvia)   Steel Euro Services 
 
The Christmas Party at the Holiday Inn at Solihull went off very well with the usual festive 
entertainment organised by John and Denise Richardson with their customary flair. 
 
Guests included NASS Director General Bryan Holden who spoke to us on the Changing Market 
and NASS Secretary Karen Black. 
 
 
 
 
 
     Karen Black            Margaret Beverley   Sheila Ben and Jean   The President and his Lady       Derek and Max                               
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The London and South East Area held their meeting at the Orpheus Restaurant London on 10th 
October.  This was a very enjoyable affair though sparsely attended.  We are looking for a different 
venue which will accommodate our less mobile colleagues. 
 
The Scottish region scribed by Joe Monaghan although few in numbers continue to meet regularly. 
Keep it up boys. ‘Scots Wha Hae’ 
 
To celebrate her 60 years as Colonel in Chief of The Queen’s Royal Lancers Her Majesty the 
Queen held a reception at St James Palace and one of our very own, Jack Gough, was honoured 
with an invitation as an old sweat from WW2. 
 
President George has been unwell but is now on the road to a good recovery with support from 
Sheila. 
 
Ron Cash is very unwell after his severe stroke and our thoughts are with him and Phyllis. 
 
Margaret FitzHenry who has had major surgery is making a good recovery and is feeling well. 
 
Alan Knisely is coping as well as he can with the effects of Anno Domini. 
 
Pauline Straughton is making a good recovery from a nasty infection after an operation. 
 
John Richardson has taken on the role of Liaison Officer and will help Ironsides keep in touch 
with members, especially those who may find it difficult to attend events. He would appreciate 
being kept informed of Ironsides and their families who meet with adversity. 
 
Forthcoming attractions: 
 
The next function will be the Founder’s Lunch and Annual General Meeting at the Eaton Hotel 
Birmingham on Wednesday 19th March 2008. 
 
 
The Dragon Borders Lunch at Pengethley Manor Ross-on-Wye. 
 
The Summer Party in July.  
 
The Autumn Lunch in September at the Palace Hotel Buxton in September/October. 
 
The Christmas Party in December  
 
Best wishes to all for a happy and prosperous 2008. 
 
And finally just to keep the Treasurer in the style to which he has become 
accustomed please remit your subscription of £10.00 payable to ‘Ironsides’ to him 
as follows. 
 
Brian G Rees 
25 Ysbryd Y Coed  
Penyfai   
Bridgend 
Mid Glam CF31 4GF 
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John Percival David Waite    09.06.1923 – 13.08.2007 
 
 
Born near Swansea in 1923 he remained throughout his life a proud Welshman 
although he only lived in the Principality for less than a third 
of his life. He was educated privately in South Wales and Colston Collegiate before 
entering Swansea University to read sciences. 
 
This was in 1940 and from forming the University Air Squadron joined the RAF 
where he trained and qualified as a pilot. He served in North East Africa and was a 
pilot instructor in South Africa where he served for 18 months. He flew mainly single 
engine aircraft, which included Spitfires and Kitty Hawks. After the war he joined the 
RAF and flew Meteors and Vampires. 
 
After his return to this country and demobilisation, he returned to University and in 
1949 entered the Steel Industry as a management trainee. It was during this time 
when passing through Birmingham he was introduced to Rita whom he pursued to 
marriage in 1949. This was a very happy and successful union, with Stephanie and 
Michael the centre of their attention, and which lasted for 53 years until Rita’s 
untimely death in 2003. 
 
Throughout his life David had been a keen rugby player and supporter having played 
for the Welsh Universities, RAF Middle East and East Africa but after marriage he 
transferred his affection to golf, which he played with reasonable consistence 
attaining a handicap in single figures for many years. It was with considerable regret 
that he had to cease playing in the late 70’s due to his physical limitations. 
 
All his working life was spent in the Steel Industry becoming Sales Manager for the 
Steel Company of Wales at Port Talbot and later Sales Controller of all Grouping 
Products. On nationalisation in 1967 he became Controller of Marketing and Deputy 
Commercial Director for the South Wales Group of British Steel but resigned in 1970 
to become Managing Director of a Steel Stockholding company in the Private Sector. 
This continued until his retirement, when with Rita, they moved to Weston-on-Trent 
to be nearer and spend time with their young grandchildren, Guy and Matthew 
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Duncan Reginald Turner 
 

1924 – 2007 
 

"A True Gentleman" 
 

Chronicle 

 Born:    2nd May 1924, Hagley, Worcestershire.  
 Parents:    Reginald & Edith Turner.  
 Educated:    Moseley Grammar School.  
RAF    1941 -1947:  Trainee Pilot in South Africa and after the  

war finished became a Radar Operator.  
Cox and Danks:       Area Representative. Whitehead  
 Iron & Steel:    Manager Steel Coil & Strip.  
 British Steel:    Regional Manager General Steels.  
GKN Steelstock:  Headhunted for role as Product Group  

Director - Stainless Steel Division.  
 
 
Retirement:  
 
·  Consultant to GKN Steelstock for 3 years;  
·  Invited to join "Ironsides" enjoying many social events in company with Elizabeth;  
·  Introduced to Avalon Probus in 1988. He was a member for 19 years, enjoying 6 years on 

the Committee which he loved;  
·  Diligent member of Evergreen, providing support to GKN pensioners;  
·  Member of Society of Friends Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton;  
·  Member of Somerset Aviation Enthusiasts.  

"Pops" passed away peacefully in Bristol on 20th October 2007 after a short illness following 
heart surgery.  
Married: Elizabeth Patricia Unsworth 18th October 1952 at St Michael's Parish Church, Boldmere, 
Sutton Coldfield.  
Retired to Somerton in May 1984. This was a very happy period in his life when many new 
friends were made and his interests away from work expanded.  
55th Emerald Wedding Anniversary 18th October 2007  
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David Roe 
 

1938 - 2007 
 
 

(From Robert Roe) 
 
 

After qualifying as an Accountant, David joined my father and me in R B Iron & 
Steel Co Ltd. On my Father’s retirement and subsequent death, David and I continued 
to run the company, building up a successful business as Steel Stockholders.  
 
In the mid-nineties we decided to take early retirement, leaving the business in the 
hands of David's two sons, until we sold in approximately 2001.  
 
We both enjoyed having time to play golf and to travel.  
 
Unfortunately David's health began to deteriorate and he had a Quadruple Heart By-
Pass in 2003. Following this he continued to play golf and enjoy holidays in the sun 
until the middle of 2007.  
 
He passed away on 12 October aged 69 leaving his wife Judith, 3 children and two 
grandchildren. 
 


